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Conditions: Given a vehicle with suspected explosives or prohibited items, a search mirror, flashlight and an additional MP patrol.  You are on duty performing vehicle inspections and searches at the main gate.  The installation commander has directed that all vehicles be inspected or searched as a condition for entry onto the installation.

Standards: Search or inspect a vehicle and find all explosives or prohibited items without causing damage or injury to  self or others.

	Performance Steps

	
1.
Stop the vehicle using hand and arm signals (Ref: SL-1 Task 191-376-5107).

	NOTE: Always position yourself so that you are highly visible to traffic with good approach sight distance and wear brightly colored vests or hats so you can be seen easily by the vehicle driver.

	
a.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Inter Personal Communications (IPC).

	
b.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
How to implement correct hand and arm signals.

	
2.
Interview driver and vehicle occupants.

	
a.
Identify yourself to driver and occupants.

	
b.
Identify each occupant by looking at military identification (ID) card, drivers' license or other form of photo ID and compare photo to person..

	
c.
Request to see the following documentation:

	
(1)
Vehicle registration.

	
(2)
Proof of insurance.

	
d.
Determine specifics of reason(s) to access the installation by asking questions, such as:

	
(1)
Where are you going?

	
(2)
Who are you going to meet?

	
(3)
Do you drive this vehicle most of the time?

	
(4)
Would there be any contraband or prohibited items in this vehicle?

	
(5)
Has this vehicle had any repairs recently?  If so, what?

	
e.
Maintain eye contact with driver throughout interview and report suspicious behavior to your supervisor.

	
f.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
IPC.

	
g.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Differentiate between authentic and fraudulent.  Look for signs of tampering.

	
( a)
Drivers' licenses from all states.

	
( b)
Military and Department of Defense ID cards.

	
( c)
Vehicle registrations from all states.

	
(2)
Recognize physical manifestations of the "fight or flight" mechanism.

	
(3)
Recognize auditory manifestations of the "fight or flight" mechanism.

	
3.
Inform the driver that all  vehicles must be searched or inspected as a condition for entry onto the installation and have occupants exit the vehicle.

	
a.
Have the driver turn the engine off and apply the parking brake.

	
b.
Have driver open all compartments on the interior of the vehicle and every door, compartment, hood, and rear doors on exterior of vehicle.

	NOTE:  Failure to consent to the search will result in denied access to the installation and local authorities will be notified of the suspicious activity.  (Failure to consent does not mandate notification of local authorities--if the person refuses to leave AFTER being denied access, then contact the local authorities.  Failure to consent to inspection does not constitute "suspicious activity").

	
c.
Direct the occupants to move to a designated safe area about 5 meters from the vehicle and out of the flow of traffic where they can be observed.

	
d.
SKILLS Soldier must have:  IPC.

	
e.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Standing Operating Procedures (SOP).

	
(2)
Recognize physical manifestations of the "fight or flight" mechanism.

	
(3)
Recognize auditory manifestations of the "fight or flight" mechanism.

	
4.
Inspect or search the vehicle.

	NOTE:  Do not wear jewelry (rings, watches, necklaces, etc.) or other dangling items that can 
become snagged on a vehicle and always ensure the engine is off and the parking brake is set
before beginning the inspection.

	
a.
Check for these general indicators of explosives or prohibited items  while searching the  vehicle:

	
(1)
Anything unusual in factory-built compartments.

	
(2)
New or shiny bolts and/or screws.

	
(3)
Unusual scratches, possibly made by screwdrivers, wrenches, or similar tools.

	
(4)
Signs of tampering, such as broken parts or bent sheet metal.

	
(5)
Unusually clean or dirty components and areas.

	
(6)
Wire and tape stored in vehicle.

	
(7)
New or broken welds.

	
(8)
Unusual fingerprints of grease and/or oil in otherwise clean areas.

	
(9)
Fresh bodywork (fresh fiber-glassing, fresh paint, etc.).

	
(10)
Fresh wiring and electrical tape.

	
(11)
Fresh undercoating, particularly on older vehicles.

	
(12)
New caulking found by smell or touch.

	
(13)
Missing or altered Vehicle Identification Number.

	
(14)
False compartments that are not part of vehicle design.

	

	
b.
Exterior Front.

	
(1)
Headlights not working.

	
(2)
Front grill modified or has false compartment.

	
(3)
No access to front bumper cavity.

	
c.
Engine compartment.

	
(1)
Large battery box or extra battery.

	
(2)
Odd and/or clean wires.

	
(3)
Cold spots on radiator.

	
(4)
False compartments in windshield washer container or contents smell like fuel.

	
(5)
Foreign object in air filter cavity.

	
(6)
Cold air filter.

	
(7)
Freshly painted areas, new welds, shiny bolts, or sheet metal work on firewalls.

	
(8)
Clean engine in dirty car.

	
(9)
Hood feels heavy when opened and closed.
(Reminder:  Have the driver open the hood, but move the hood yourself.)

	
(10)
False wall or modified fender compartment.

	
(11)
Clean or wiped areas.

	
d.
Exterior Sides.

	
(1)
Compartments, new welds, taped items, or fresh paint in front fender wells.

	
(2)
Doors feel heavy when swung.

	
(3)
Compartments, new welds, taped items, or fresh paint in rear fender wells.

	
(4)
Foreign items in gas tank tube (driver opens for inspection).

	
e.
Tires.

	
(1)
Sound solid.

	
(2)
Strange odor from air valve.

	
(3)
New.

	
(4)
Unusually clean or dirty lug nuts or hubcaps compared to other wheels.

	
f.
Exterior Rear.

	
(1)
Tail lights not working.

	
(2)
No access to rear bumper cavity.

	
g.
Trunk Compartment (if applicable).

	
(1)
New trunk mat/carpet.

	
(2)
Caulk/glue or other strange smell.

	
(3)
Heavy trunk lid (i. e. , loaded).

	
(4)
Raised floor.

	
(5)
Strange odor from spare tire.

	
(6)
Non-hollow or inconsistent sounds in walls.

	
(7)
Unusual space between back seat and trunk wall.

	
(8)
Spare tire not flush with floor.

	
h.
Tailgate (if applicable).

	
(1)
Heavy tailgate.

	
(2)
Fresh paint or body filler/fiberglass.

	
(3)
Inconsistent or non-hollow sounds when tapped.

	
i.
Bed (if applicable).

	
(1)
Inconsistent or non-hollow sounds when tapped.

	
(2)
Fresh paint or body filler/fiberglass.

	
(3)
Unusually thick floor.

	
(4)
Unusual weld and/or seams.

	
(5)
Any caulking.

	
j.
Cargo Area (if applicable).

	
(1)
Fresh paint or body filler/fiberglass.

	
(2)
Inconsistent or non-hollow sounds in walls when tapped.

	
(3)
Thick floor.

	
(4)
False ceiling.

	
(5)
Caulk/glue or other strange smell.

	
k.
Inside vehicle.

	
(1)
Dash.

	
( a)
Electrical components function or LEDs are on when vehicle power is off.

	
( b)
New, damaged, or scratched screws.

	
( c)
Plugged air vents.

	
( d)
Broken or missing blower.

	
(2)
False compartment in glove box.

	
(3)
Unusual lumps or bulges in front and/or rear seats.

	
(4)
Rigid front and/or rear seats.

	
(5)
False or modified ceiling.

	
(6)
Unusually thick floor.

	
(7)
Stress cracks in windshield (no stone impact mark).

	
l.
Under vehicle.

	NOTE:  Use a flashlight and mirror to carefully inspect under the vehicle.

	
(1)
Unusual or inconsistent sounds when tapping on fuel tank.

	
(2)
New frame welds.

	
(3)
Items taped or attached to frame.

	
(4)
Cold oil pan.

	
(5)
Cold or unusual muffler (vehicle may be loud).

	
(6)
Signs of recent installation of components, such as, fuel tank, muffler, etc.

	

	
(7)
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
( a)
Use of mirror and lighting.

	
( b)
Use of search devices.

	
(8)
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
( a)
What does an improvised explosive device look like?

	
( b)
What does contraband look like?

	
( c)
SOP.

	
( d)
Vehicle hidden compartments.

	
5.
If explosives or prohibited items are NOT found in the vehicle, release the vehicle to the driver and help the driver to enter the flow of traffic.

	
a.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
IPC.

	
(2)
Hand and arm signals.

	
b.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:  None.

	
6.
When suspected explosives devices are found in the vehicle:

	
a.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Protect a crime scene.

	
(2)
IPC.

	
b.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
How to establish a perimeter/cordon an area.

	
(2)
Recognize an explosive device.

	
(3)
Radio procedures.

	
(4)
How to safely evacuate an area.

	
c.
Suspend all radio and cellular phone traffic 100 meters around the vehicle and surrounding area.  (Check with a Bomb SME for new national guidance on this.)

	
d.
Detain the driver and all occupants of the vehicle.

	
e.
Secure the vehicle (Ref. SL-1 191-376-5128).

	
f.
Immediately evacuate the surrounding area in accordance with Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) Vehicle Bomb Explosive Hazard and Evacuation Distance Table.  This is a nationally recognized standard.

	
g.
Notify supervisor.

	
h.
Secure scene until cleared by explosive experts or until properly relieved.

	NOTE:  Never attempt to handle or disarm a suspected explosive device.

	
7.
When suspected prohibited items are found in the vehicle:

	
a.
Detain the driver and all occupants of the vehicle.

	
b.
Secure the vehicle (Ref. SL-1 191-376-5128).

	
c.
Notify supervisor.

	
d.
Secure and protect the crime scene until cleared by supervisor or until properly relieved.

	NOTE:  Never handle the prohibited items unless ordered by supervisor or investigator.

	
e.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Protect a crime scene.

	
(2)
IPC.

	
f.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
How to establish a perimeter.

	
(2)
Recognize any prohibited items.

	
(3)
Radio procedures.

	
(4)
How to safely evacuate an area.


	Performance Measures
	GO
	NO GO

	
1.
Stopped the vehicle using hand and arm signals.
	——
	——

	
2.
Interviewed driver and vehicle occupants.
	——
	——

	
3.
Informed the driver that all vehicles must be searched as a condition for entry onto the installation and had occupants exit the vehicle.
	——
	——

	
a.
Had driver open all compartments on the interior of the vehicle and every door, compartment, hood and rear doors on exterior of vehicle.
	  
	  

	
b.
Directed the occupants to move to a place about 5 meters from the vehicle and out of the flow of traffic where they could be observed.
	  
	  

	
4.
Searched the vehicle.
	——
	——

	NOTE:  Do not wear jewelry (rings, watches, necklaces, etc.) or other dangling items that can become snagged on a vehicle and always ensure the engine is off and the parking brake is set before beginning the inspection.
	 
	 

	
a.
Exterior Front.
	  
	  

	
b.
Engine compartment.
	  
	  

	
c.
Exterior Sides.
	  
	  

	
d.
Tires.
	  
	  

	
e.
Exterior Rear.
	  
	  

	
f.
Trunk Compartment (if applicable).
	  
	  

	
g.
Tailgate (if applicable).
	  
	  

	
h.
Bed (if applicable).
	  
	  

	
i.
Cargo Area (if applicable).
	  
	  

	
j.
Inside Vehicle.
	  
	  

	
k.
Under Vehicle.
	  
	  

	
5.
If explosives or prohibited items were NOT found in the vehicle, released the vehicle to the driver and helped the driver to enter the flow of traffic.
	——
	——

	
6.
If suspected explosives devices were found in the vehicle:
	——
	——

	
a.
Suspended all radio and cellular phone traffic 100 meters around the vehicle and surrounding area.
	  
	  

	
b.
Detained the driver and all occupants of the vehicle.
	  
	  

	
c.
Secured the vehicle.
	  
	  

	
d.
Immediately evacuated the surrounding area.
	  
	  

	
e.
Notified supervisor.
	  
	  

	
f.
Secured scene until cleared by explosive experts or until properly relieved.
	  
	  

	NOTE:  Never attempt to handle or disarm a suspected explosive device.
	 
	 

	
7.
When suspected prohibited items were found in the vehicle:
	——
	——

	
a.
Detained the driver and all occupants of the vehicle.
	  
	  

	
b.
Secured the vehicle.
	  
	  

	
c.
Notified supervisor.
	  
	  

	
d.
Secured scene until cleared by supervisor or until properly relieved.
	  
	  

	NOTE:  Never handle the prohibited items unless ordered by supervisor or investigator.
	 
	 


	References

	Required
	Related

	
	5120-00-618-6901


Looking for more documents like this one?
AskTOP.net 
Leader Development for Army Professionals

